
PROVIDING TRANSPORTATION AND SUPPORT FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING 
Volume 16    Issue 3      November 2016 

Dear Friends, 
 
As we move from warm summer days into the beautiful changes of fall color, my heart 
sings from all the people I've gotten to know in my first four months with ICP.  
Transitioning from Loyola Stritch School of Medicine has been smooth and I am loving 
getting to know so many of you. Our Volunteers are life-changers, for sure. Our Care 
Partners are grateful, lovely people. Our Board of Directors has a vision for moving ICP 
forward by growing and serving even more clients and recruiting more volunteers. Do you have a friend who 
would love the opportunity to give back to the community in a meaningful way? Please send them to ICP!  
 
Changing leaves are not the only changes around here lately. Marilyn Ledger, long-time volunteer  
coordinator retired as of September 30 and will be sorely missed and Andi Tomasik, our office assistant, will 
retire December 16, another great lady running things in the office. Plans are in place to find replacement 
staff to fill these big shoes! We appreciate your patience during this transition. 
 
Thank you to our loyal supporters who gave time and talent to the success of our Fall Benefit, Drive Me to 
the Moon--we raised $20,000 and had a great time doing it! See the list of donors in this newsletter and let 
them know you appreciate them. 
 
As we send letters requesting donations for our Annual Appeal, remember that we never charge our Care 
Partners for rides and we survive solely on private donations, grants, church offerings, and fundraisers. 
Without the support from this close-knit community, our organization would not be able to survive. Thank 
you in advance for giving what you are able to give. 
 
I am always available to meet Volunteers and Care Partners, so please reach out to me with your ideas and 
share your stories. We are here to make your life easier through transportation and support. 
 
Please make note of our holiday hours and time off for our Volunteers to spend time relaxing and enjoying 
their families. I look forward to spending time with my own family over the holidays and have a trip planned 
to Boise, Idaho, to visit our daughter, Jacqueline, a nurse, who moved there last year along with my hus-
band, Bill, and youngest daughter, Lizzy, who is a junior at Saint Louis University. You may have seen them 
around the office helping out recently. Our sons will enjoy Christmas with their wife and fiance this year.  
 
Wishing you much love and happiness with your families as well. 
 
Warmly, 

 
 
 

Janet Garreau 
Executive Director 

MISSION STATEMENT   

The mission of Interfaith Community Partners is  
to maximize the independence and well-being of 
older adults by enabling connections with others in 
their community.   
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Marilyn Ledger 
 
Marilyn has decided to retire after a long tenure as 
the ICP Volunteer Coordinator since March 2005, 
after taking a year off after retiring from Northern 
Trust in Chicago. Marilyn has been instrumental in 
the scheduling of rides, showing kindness and  
concern for our Care Partners and assisting with of-
fice finances. 
 
Marilyn says, "My favorite part of the job is helping 
clients to get to their appointments while also get-
ting to know them  personally, hearing about their 
living situations, any special accommodations, and 
their favorite drivers. I also enjoy talking to, and 
meeting, our wonderful volunteers who so  
unselfishly make time to help others by driving,  
visiting, and befriending some of our Care Partners 
in the process. My background is in teaching, client 
servicing, and accounting and I consider myself 
a  people person." 
 
Marilyn said her retirement plans are, "to keep busy 
and hope to get involved in tutoring children or 
adults after a period of relaxation which means to 
me finally having time to socialize with my friends, 
trying new restaurants, reading, and enjoying God's 
beautiful earth through gardening and taking walks. I 
have already adopted a pet that I can visit frequently 
because I live in a pet free building." 
 
Marilyn will be sorely missed as a friendly voice on 
the phone at ICP. Enjoy your well-deserved  
retirement, Marilyn, and remember to come back to 
visit! 

Andi Tomasik 
 

Andi has also decided to retire as of December 16, 
2016 as the ICP Office Assistant. Andi began with ICP 
as a volunteer with Gail Stone, a long-time friend. 
Andi quickly transitioned into the part-time office 
assistant in June of 2009 watching ICP grow, move 
locations, and change leadership. 
 

Andi says, "I have many fond memories from busy 
days, delivering Christmas presents to Care Partners, 
working the fund raising benefits, and sharing many 
a laugh with Marilyn and Jeanie.  I will miss everyone 
who has crossed my path here and hope to continue 
to volunteer on occasion.  
  
Andi's retirement plans? "Quilting. I want to make 
something challenging, do some traveling, and 
spend time with my two grandchildren, Michael and 
Emma (in central Michigan), reading, and getting 
together with friends." 
 

We wish you the best as you enjoy these activities, 
Andi! ICP will always have a place for you! 

Staff Changes 

Watch for La Grange Gives in February!  
 
Watch for dates in February for La Grange Gives.  
Local La Grange restaurants donate a portion of  
proceeds to area non-profit organizations. Watch for 
details in emails and keep up-to-date by visiting our 
website at www.interfaithcommunitypartners.org. 

Support ICP through #ILGive 
November 29, 2016 
 

#ILGive is an initiative of Forefront. 
Forefront is a state membership  
association of philanthropy, Non-profits, advisors, 
social enterprises, and other organizations that 
works to build a vibrant social impact sector for all 
the people of Illinois. #ILGive, a local giving cam-
paign, focused on giving specifically in Illinois.   
 

#ILGive is a one-day, statewide movement to do 
good in our own communities. By giving locally we 
can have a major impact on the causes we care 
about most while building a stronger, healthier, 
more vibrant Illinois.  Held Tuesday, November 29, is 
an opportunity to support non-profit organizations 
after Black Friday and Cyber Monday. Visit the  
website www.ilgive.com, search for Interfaith  
Community Partners and make your donation count. 
Spread the word and ask family and friends to  
support ICP! 



 

3 

We Receive Compliments: 

 

"Thank you!  You did not forget me on my 
birthday!  I love you all very much!"  ~E.Z. 
 
"Thank you so very much for the beautiful bouquet 
given to me on my 87th birthday.  The vase is on my 
kitchen table (that's the room I spend most of my 
time.) Pat was my driver that day and I was truly 
surprised when she handed it to me.  Every driver is 
such a blessing to me.  Your organization is in my 
prayers morning and night."  ~M.G. 
 
"As my eyesight continues to fail, I've become even 

more grateful to all of you."  ~M.M. 

Retiring Board Member, David Boxell 
 
Interfaith Community Partners has been blessed with 
many devoted leaders and volunteers through the 
years, and David Boxell stands out as one who  
embodies the best of the organization.  His  
dedication to living a values-driven life has been an 
inspiration to all who have had the pleasure of  
volunteering beside him.  For the last 4 years, David 
has served as a guiding force on ICP's board of  
directors.   
 
As chair of the human resources committee, David 
was able to gift the organization with his expertise 
honed during an impressive career in HR.  His  
honesty, perceptiveness, fairness, and wisdom 
helped guide ICP as it established personnel  
evaluation protocol and transitioned between  
executive directors.  Though his presence will be 
missed at board meetings, David's ethical compass 
will continue to guide the board and ICP on its  
journey of service to seniors.  Thank you so much, 
David.  We wish you all the best. 

Board Member News 

New Board Member—Aileen 
Pendleton 
 

Aileen Pendleton, ICP Executive  
Director  from December 2013 to 
June 2016, has been involved with 
ICP for over five years and is  

extremely passionate about helping older adults  
remain independent, safe, and happy.  
 
She and her husband Neil have lived in Western 
Springs for 17 years and have three children: 
Hunter, Ellie, and Katie. Aileen is an avid, serial  
volunteer in every facet of her life—from church to 
school and local civic organizations. She is honored 
to serve on the board of such a wonderful, needed 
organization. 

Thank you to all who donated, attended, sponsored 
or helped in any way for our Fall Fundraiser—we 
raised $20,000! More than130 people attended 
“Drive Me To The Moon” on Friday, September 23, 
The Nick Pontarelli Band entertained, Loyola  
Hospital medical students singing group, Healing 
Notes, performed. There was a silent auction with 
lovely prizes and a paddle raise for people to  
donate. 
 
Please remember to support these Sponsors: 
Mb Financial Bank, Hooters, Amita Health Medical 
Group Heart and Vascular, Horizon Wealth  
Management, LLC, Catherine’s Community Closet, 
The Community Bank of Western Springs,  
Independence 4 Seniors, The Township of Lyons, Ply-
mouth Place, Private Vista, LLC, Comfort Keepers, 
Home Helpers, Wilson & Wilson Law Office, Cantata,  
Dr. & Mrs. Joe & Ann Clark, Ann-Marie Hickey Realty 
Executives, Myslicki Real Estate, Creative Dental, 
Countryside Bank, Joel P. Kowalski, Inc Home  
Remodeling, Continental Motors Nissan, Karen & 
Bob Westrick, Howard Habenicht, Natalie Johnson, 
Joan Ecker, Wilshire Green Community Association, 
Dr. Robert Groya, Glavin Eye Center, AlphaGraphics, 
Jan Matheny, Barbara & Michael McElherne, Carl 
Eigelsbach, Kate Marshall. 

Thank You To Our Sponsors 
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Rides to church program 
ICP is now offering rides to churches in our service 
area. If you'd like to provide a ride so that someone 
can attend a mass or service, please call the office to 
volunteer. 
 
Share a Meal & A Story  
We have older adults in our community who would 
benefit from a shared meal and conversation. You 
may cook or buy a meal and not only take it to one 
of our Care Partners, but join in the  meal and  
engage in a meaningful way. We welcome people of 
all ages and families with children for this ministry. 
Please call the ICP office for more details and to be 
scheduled for a dinner.   If you are an ICP Care  
Partner and would like a visit from a family, please 
call the ICP office to add your name to the list. 
 
Petal Pushers 
We receive donated flowers from area churches to 
re-purpose into small vases to deliver to our Care 
Partners. We are in need of volunteers to pick-up 
these floral arrangements when churches call--and in 
one day, un-assemble the flowers and re-assemble 
into small vases (kept at the ICP office). Then we 
need volunteers to deliver to Care Partners.  If you'd 
like to become a regular Petal Pusher volunteer, 
please call the office to be added to the list. Very 
small donated vases are always welcome! 
 
Keep in mind we are always looking for flowers. If 
you have an event and are looking for a new home 
for the flowers, please call 708.354.9328 and we 
would be happy to pick them up. 

Volunteer Opportunities Volunteer News 

Welcome New Volunteers 
Mary Beth Ford Jacqueline Garreau 
Christine Hostettler Deborah Stillman 
William Witte 

 

Sincere apologies to the new volunteers whose 
names were misspelled in our July newsletter: 

Christopher Korber 
Patricia Koziol 

Holly Tritt 

Thank you….. 
 

… to Frann Mauro and the entire Coloring Clan at 
Bethlehem Woods for the beautiful hand-colored 
birthday cards for our Care Partners and Volunteers. 
Those in the group include: 

 

Anna Mae Ansier Marilyn Ericson 

Judy Evenson Fran Francsis 

Lorraine Hanus Dolores Lopez 

Josephine Lopez Mary Meloni 

Loretta Moran Agnes Pajer 

Millie Prendergast Joan Srmek 

Rana Weiss Terese  Zientara 

… to Walt Kovalick for his assistance with our press 
releases. 
 
... to the Congregation of Sisters of St. Joseph for 
their creativity and love for flowers in creating 20 
Petal Pusher arrangements and delivering these  
floral surprises to our Care Partners in October. 

Community Memorial Foundation  
Challenge Grant  
 

A huge thank you to all the donors and the ICP 
Board members who helped us meet the “Challange 
Grant” on September 30. The grant focused on  
raising new and increased donations over $9,500 
from Board members, and $9,500 new and  
increased donations from individuals. CMF will 
match that with $9,500--thank you to all the donors 
who participated! 
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Family owned and operated since 

1923 
  

1025 W. 55th St. 

Countryside, IL 60525 

(708)352-6500 
 

lnterfaith Community Partners and Community Memorial Foundation are pleased to announce a new  
resource for older adults who wish to stay mentally and physically active. The Active Aging Program: Stay 
Mentally & Physically Active is a single, updated access point available to seniors, caregivers and  
professionals for information on health and wellness programs across the community. The goal of this  
Program is to insure that no senior lacks the opportunity to make friends, engage in healthy activities and 
remain active due to a lack of information or access. ICP can also help provide transportation to local activi-
ties as needed. These are simple steps to begin: Locate the calendar of activities on our website: 
www.interfaithcommunitvpartners.org under calendar tab.  
 

Community organizations who wish to add their activities should access the web site and locate the fillable 
form on the calendar tab, or emaiI fliers directly to icpstavactive@gmail.com. ICP is currently seeking  
activities in La Grange, La Grange Park and Western Springs. 
 

Feel free to call the ICP office for further information at 708-354-9328. 

 

 

 (708) 354-0340 

The Active Aging Program 

  708-482-7090 



 

LEGACY GIVING 

Significant life events may be celebrated through contributions.  You can make a 
difference in the lives of others for years to come through legacy giving to            
Interfaith Community Partners by naming ICP as a beneficiary of one of your  
investment accounts, such as an IRA, 403B or insurance policy.   
 
Please consider a memorial or honorary gift to support our mission, so that we 
may continue to serve our seniors and community.  If you have any questions 
about this or other ways to support the mission of ICP through your financial stew-
ardship, please contact Janet Garreau—708-354-9328.  

 

Board of Directors 
 

President 
Robert Grecco 

 

Vice President 
Herbert Smyers 

 

Secretary 
Gaye Wagner 

 

Treasurer 
Robert Weiler 

 

Benjamin Boyd 
Mary Beth Ford 

Sharon Flaim 
Ann-Marie Hickey 

Kathleen King 
Aileen Pendleton 

 
Executive Director 

Janet Garreau 
 

Staff 
Jean Marie Ressel 
Andrea Tomasik 

ICP Office will be closed November 25, the day after Thanksgiving. 
 
The ICP office will be closed December 19-January 2. 
This allows staff and volunteers to spend time with their families. 
   
December 16, 2016 — last day of rides 
January 3, 2017  —  office re-opens and rides resume 

111 W. Harris Avenue 
La Grange IL   60525 
 

Phone:  708-354-9328 
 

Email:  InterfaithCommunityPartners@gmail.com 

Web:  InterfaithCommunityPartners.org 


