
Volume 18    Issue 3            Fall, 2018 

Welcome from the Executive Director 
 
How many of us drove to the grocery store this week? How many of us got ourselves to  
the salon for a haircut or drove to our doctor’s appointment without a second thought?  
Imagine if that privilege was taken away from you; you can’t see well enough to drive, you 
cannot navigate the streets around your town. What would you do? When our clients choose 
to stop driving or lose their driving privileges, they tell us that they feel disconnected, lost, and dependent 
upon others. So, an organization like ours, which takes volunteer drivers and matches them with older adults 
in our community so that they CAN get to the grocery store, they CAN get to their hair appointment, they 
CAN get to their doctor’s visit with accompanied volunteer drivers that make our clients feel safe and secure, 
cared for—this is a life changer. 
 
Thank you to the many people who worked hard to make our Fall Benefit, On the Road Again, a smashing 
success! We exceeded in all categories and made new friends as well. Lastly, as we enter into the giving  
season, we want to invite you to support ICP through our Annual Appeal campaign. Whether you choose to 
give through our Giving Tuesday promotion or directly to our office, we want you to know that you are  
impacting many of our clients’ lives on a daily basis.  Won’t you join us in this funding effort? 
 
We wish you all a joy-filled holiday season know that you are in our thoughts, prayers, and good wishes. 
 
Warmly, 

 
 
 

Janet Garreau 
Executive Director 

#ILGIVE—One Day of Community Support 
 
After Black Friday, Small Business Saturday, and Cyber Monday,  
Giving Tuesday helps remind us to support our community  
organizations. #ILGive is a campaign to engage Illinoisans in not only 
participating, but giving to organizations in the communities where we 
live. Help us Help Others on November 27. 
 
Get ready to give! In partnership with our Annual Appeal, on November 27, starting at 12 A.M., visit  
https://www.ilgive.com/organizations/interfaith-community-partners and make a donation to us and/or to 
any of the great participating nonprofit organizations in our state. You will have 24 hours to make your  
donation, and all giving will end at 11:59PM. Please share this will all your friends and family! 
 
Thank you for your support! 

Driving Independence for Older Adults 
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Molly DiBernardo 
Carol Dobis 
Kendall Grant 
Robert Gregory 
Judy Jerosky 
Kathleen Krueger 
Peggy Lenda 

Susan McHugh 
Karla Monti 
Patricia O'Brien 
Lynn Philips 
Lisa Radville 
Gerard Schulte 
Linda Tomko 

Welcome New Volunteers: 

Volunteer Spotlight: Eileen Tumpach 

Shop at AmazonSmile 
and Support ICP!   
 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you 
to support Interfaith Community Partners every time 
you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at 
smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low 
prices, vast selection and convenient shopping  
experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus 
that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase 
price to your favorite charitable organization.  

I have been with ICP for a little 
over a year and a half and enjoy 
volunteering in the office and as 
serving as the Fall Benefit co-chair. 
I learned of ICP from the Board 
Chair, who served with me at  
another non-profit organization.  
I will continue to support ICP  
because it is very heart-warming. 
Our clients are so appreciative of 
everything we do for them whether it's a ride or a 
delivery of flowers or a simple telephone call. I was 
involved with an organization that serves individuals 
with developmental disabilities for many years 
sponsoring parties and various fundraisers. When I 
am not volunteering, I like spending time with my 
grandchildren and attending their choice sports and 
encouraging them to do their best! Thank you ICP 
for allowing me to be a part of your great  
organization! 

My husband, Bob, and I have supported ICP for over 
10 years. Bob was asked to serve on the Board of 
Directors and I have co-chaired or worked on the 
Fall Benefit for many years. 
 
I continue to support ICP because I feel that helping 
older adults live independent lives is important for 
them as well as for the community. 
 
When I am not volunteering for ICP, I am doing  
charity work with the SJC Women's Club as co-
President; Fr. McDonnell Scholarship Committee 
Chair at St. John of the Cross; Supportive Recreation 
Camp and Arts for Adults Scholarship Committee 
Chair; Children's Liturgy of the Word Leader; SJC 
Garage Sale Housewares Room Chair; ALPHA  
program at SJC, and the Walk MS Team GUB captain 
and fundraiser. I love volunteering! 
 
I work part-time at St. John of the Cross School in 
the Learning Resource Center where I have been for 
almost 22 years.  When I'm not working, I babysit 
my adorable granddaughter, Lucia.  I'm also  
involved in two Faith Sharing groups that meet 
monthly.  I love to eat, bike, go to the gym, walk my 
dog (to work off the bad eating habits), read, cook, 
grocery shop and shop!  My piece of heaven on 
earth is being with my husband, Bob, daughters, 
Georgann and Kathleen, their husbands, Bob and 
Nick, my granddaughter Lucia and our dogs Yvette, 
Chauncy, and Benito! 

Volunteer Spotlight: Ginny Grecco 

Thank You! 
 
ICP Fall Benefit netted 
$48,500 this year and was a 
smashing success! Thank 
you to our sponsors,  
volunteers, attendees, 

Board members, friends, and supporters who 
worked together to make the evening a night to  
remember! 
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Volunteer Appreciation Testimonial from a Care Partner 

Transportation 
 

Over 108 volunteers provide escorted transportation 
to medical appointments, therapies, and life-
enhancing errands such as the grocery store, bank, 
hairdresser, and church. 
 
Petal Pushers 
 

Our Petal Pusher program takes gently used,  
donated flowers that Volunteers repurpose into 
small vases which we deliver to our clients and  
business partners on the 
first and third Thursday of 
each month.  
 
This wonderful service is 
in partnership with  
Bloom ‘n Toss. 

Care Partner Norma has had 
three cancers and fifteen  
operations making everyday tasks 
troublesome. With the help of 
Interfaith Community Partners, 
she is able to go to the grocery 
store and physicians’  
appointments while feeling independent and cared 
for. The Volunteers wait for her while she is in her 
appointment. ICP drivers are always patient and  
allow her the dignity that she hopes continues for as 
long as she lives. ICP is not just a driving service for 
Norma as she believes they connect with her on a 
spiritual level which allows her to feel comfortable 
and special. “Volunteers make me feel worth  
something. They feel like family when family can’t 
be there.” 

Meet Mateo and Mario!  
 
These St. John of the Cross 7th and 8th grade  
brothers raised money by doing yard work, taking 
out garbage, and shredding paper to purchase vases 
for our Petal Pusher program. Their Mom, Nicky, 
delivered them to our office! What a wonderful  
surprise since we are always looking for small,  
donated vases. Thank you, Mateo and Mario for 
thinking of others! 

Our Services 

Friendly Visitation and Phone Call Reassurance  
 

Volunteers provide home-visits on a monthly basis. 
We also provide weekly phone calls as a means to 
check-in with those who request it. 
 
Library Delivery 
 

ICP partners with the following libraries: 
• La Grange 
• La Grange Park  
• Western Springs 
• Hodgkins 
 

to provide volunteers who deliver books, movies, 
CDs, DVDs, and magazines to older adults in the 
community who cannot otherwise obtain these  
services. Clients need to have  a valid library card 
from the town in which they reside. Call your local 
library to register for this service and mention ICP.  



 

4 

Volunteer Drivers—We are always in need of  
volunteer drivers as we grow our number of clients. 
Please spread the word to people you know who 
may be interested in driving our clients around town. 
We work around volunteers' busy schedules and 
training is provided. 
 

Petal Pushers—If you love flowers 
and brightening the day of older 
adults, we are in need of people to 
delivery flowers once a month to 
our Care Partners. This could be a 
nice Saturday ministry for families 
or teens.  Deliveries can be made after school on the 
first Thursday or Friday of the month or on the first  
Saturday morning each month.  
Call the office for details.  
 

Visiting Volunteers/Well-Being Phone Calls — There 
is a need for Care Partners to have a friendly visitor 
once a month or 15 minute well-being calls once a 
week. If interested, call our office for details and 
training. 

Volunteer Opportunities 

To the Folks at Interfaith, 
Thank you for the beautiful floral arrangement that was delivered this morning in anticipation of my upcom-
ing 89th birthday later this month. The flowers were mostly ones which I could not name except for the car-
nations, but the variety and colors were beautiful.  Thank you, volunteers, the busy and and efficient office 
staff, for making my life happier. You are always in my prayers. M.G. 
 
Dear ICP, 
Just a little something for my rides to the grocery stores. I could never get there without your wonderful 
help. Tomorrow Pat M. is again taking me to Tony's. She is one great gal and helps me so much as I have a 
hard time walking and macular degeneration. Please excuse the writing. My eyes are getting worse. Thank 
you all again for your faithful service. D.K. 
 
Dear Janet, 
Enjoyed your newsletter. It's wonderful how the organization has expanded. There is a real need for this and 
think you are doing a great job! P.O. 

Kind Words from Care Partners: 

 

Lunch Begins at 11:30 a.m. 



 

5 

Fall Benefit Sponsors—Ferrari Level 

To keep up-to-date with events and to see 
photos of events and volunteers in action, 
“Like” us on Facebook! 

Fall Benefit Sponsors—Masserati Level 

Fall Benefit Sponsors—Jaguar Level 

Thank you to our Benefit Committee 

Fall Benefit Sponsors—Corvette Level 

Fall Benefit Sponsors—Lamborghini Level 

Thank You Fall Benefit Sponsors 
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LEGACY GIVING 

Significant life events may be celebrated through contributions.  You can make a difference in the lives of 
others for years to come through legacy giving to Interfaith Community Partners by naming ICP as a  
beneficiary of one of your investment accounts, such as an IRA, 403B or insurance policy.   
 
Please consider a memorial or honorary gift to support our mission of keeping older adults independent.   
If you have any questions about this or other ways to support the mission of ICP through your financial 
stewardship, please contact Janet Garreau—708-354-9328.  

Thank you to our Newsletter Sponsors! 

 

Thank you Brew Moon Fest for choosing ICP as one of the recipients of the proceeds of the wonderful micro 
brewery festival on October 20! 
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Thank you to our Newsletter Sponsors! 

MISSION STATEMENT   

The mission of Interfaith Community Partners is  
to maximize the independence and well-being of 
older adults by enabling connections with others in 
their community.   
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Thank you to our Newsletter Sponsors! 
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Thank you to our Newsletter Sponsors! 



Board of Directors 
 

President 
Robert Grecco 

 

Vice President 
Ken Kostal 

 

Secretary 
Gaye Wagner 

 

Treasurer 
Robert Weiler 

 

Benjamin Boyd 
Mary Pat Flaherty 

Sharon Flaim 
Ann-Marie Hickey 
Bethany O’Brien 
Aileen Pendleton 

 

Executive Director 
Janet Garreau 

 

Staff 
Peggy Patino 

Eileen Tumpach 
Eileen Uzarski 

P.O.Box 310 
La Grange IL   60525 
 

Phone:  708-354-9328 
 

Email:  InterfaithCommunityPartners@gmail.com 

Web:  InterfaithCommunityPartners.org 

In an effort to offer some down-time to our much-loved volunteers, we will close our 
office for two weeks in December so they can enjoy time with their families and trav-
el.  
 
Last day of scheduled rides in December is Wednesday, December 19, 2018 and rides 
begin again on Thursday, January 3, 2019. Please schedule accordingly.  
 
Messages will be checked sporadically, not regularly, over the holiday break. Thank 
you for understanding. We are committed to providing the best possible service! 

In gratefulness, we will close our office the day before Thanksgiving, November 21.  
 
There will be no rides given on the day before, Thanksgiving Day, or the day after 
Thanksgiving, November 21 through November 23. 


